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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION TO SECSTATE MAY 6, 1976 FROM JIDDA 

QUOTE SECRET JIDDA 3262 

NODIS 

FOR ATHERTON FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SA, US 

SUBJECT: CRITICISM OF US POLICY 

1 . WE HAVE INDICATION FROM SAUDI PRESS THIS 

MORNING THAT WE MAY BE MOVING INTO PERIOD OF RECRIMINATION 
ABOUT WHO IS PUSHING JORDAN INTO THE ARMS OF THE SOVIET 
UNION, AKINS’ TESTIMONY BEFORE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
IS BASIS OF LONG EDITORIAL IN TODAY'S "ARAB NEWS" WHICH 
EMPHASIZES US FOREIGN POLICY "FORCED OLD FRIENDS TO 
SWITCH LOYALTIES", IT CLAIMS USG IS APPARENTLY IN FAVOR OF 
MAINTAINING THE HIGH PRICE OF OIL AND IS ALLOWING- IF NOT 
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SOMALIA, IT REFERS TO US REJECTION OF SAUDI OFFER TO DEAL 
WITH SOMALI QUESTION IN A MACHIAVELLIAN MANEUVER TO CONVINCE 
CONGRESS TO APPROVE US NAVAL FACILITY ON DIEGO GARCIA, 

IT CLAIMS JORDAN "IS BEING MERCILESSLY DRIVEN BY THE 
UNITED STATES INTO THE SOVIET CAMP "BY ITS FAILURE TO MEET 
ITS PROMISES TO PROVIDE HUSSEIN WITH AN AIR DEFENSE 
SYSTEM FOR DOLS 300 MILLION, AND MUCH MORE. 

2. I BELIEVE IT UNLIKELY THAT THIS EDITORIAL (COMPLETE 
TEXT BY JIDDA 3260) WAS PRINTED WITHOUT GOVERNMENT APPROVAL. 
AT THE VERY LEAST, THE EDITORS WERE CONFIDENT THE SUBJECT 
AND THEIR TREATMENT OF IT FELL WITHIN THE (NARROW) 

PERMITTED BOUNDS OF JOURNALISTIC COMMENT, 

YOU SHOULD SEE THAT THE SECRETARY SEES IT BECAUSE COMING 
FROM THE SAUDI SOURCE IT WILL ATTRACT ATTENTION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST AND ELSEWHERE AND MIGHT BE CARRIED ON NATIONAL 
RADIOS IN THE REGION. PORTER UNQUOTE SISCO 
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